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Freedom, Dr. Hadley holds, is not an inherent human right. Its historic 
development and its essential nature indicate that it has come into being 
and can be exercised only in the presence of restraints and sanctions. It 
can be safely exercised in democratic government only where the ethical 
sense of responsibility has led to the capacity of self restraint. A laisses 
faire, selfish individualism will not bear the fruits of a true freedom. This 
conclusion that political freedom should be exercised only where there has 
been training in responsibility is worth emphasis at the present time, as 
well as its necessary corollary that where by training the sense of responsi- 
bility has been produced, there freedom should be allowed. 

The effort to show that ' ' freedom of the will is an institution rather than 
a metaphysical conception," and that the "historical explanation of the 
idea of free will is more satisfactory than the psychological explanation ' ' 
(p. 70), rests on the common enough confusion current as regards the 
meaning of freedom of the will, which disregards the distinction between 
freedom as the capacity of self-direction towards an ideal, and freedom as 
the right to shape conduct with reference to any freely chosen ideal, — be- 
tween choosing one's ends and doing what one wants to. One view con- 
siders freedom as a psychological necessity or a metaphysical reality ; the 
other regards it as a social and political right. The two points of view are 
not mutually exclusive. In fact, it is only as the former is presupposed 
that the latter presents any problem but one in mechanics. 

Arthur L. Gillett. 

Hartford, Conn. 
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